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WORLD  CiiTTLE  NUMBERS,  195U  and  1955  j 

World  cattle  numbers  continued  to  incrensc  Ir.st  year  for  the  ei,;hth  con- 
secutive year  and  now  are  estimated  at  877  million,  1  percent  greater  than  a 
year  earlier  and  18  -percent  above  prewar.    Numbers  have  increased  ik  percent 
since  19l|6-50,  according  to  the  latest  information  available  to  the  Foreign 
Agricultural  Service, 

Cattle  numbers  increased  in  all  major  regions  of  the  world  dui'ing  195l4c 
Numbers  increased  2  percent  in  South  America  and  1  percent  each  in  North  Araeric., 
Asia,  Europe,  Africa,  and  Oceania, 

The  increase  in  the  world  total  during  1951;  was  about  10  million  head;  about 
the  same  as  a  year  earlier,  but  much  below  that  of  the  nrevious  few  years  when 
cattle  numbers  were  undergoing  a 'rapid  expansion.    Compared  with  prewar,  numbers 
are  particularly  large  in  Africa,  North  and  South  /imerica  and  in  Oceania,  In 
Europe  and  Asia  they  are  only  moderately  above  prewar, 

CATTLE:    Estimated  world  total,  by  continent  or  area, 

averages  1936-ItO  and  19i46-50,  annual  195U  and  1955 
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A  summary  of  this" 'information  was  published  "in  the  A'pril  2'5',  19'5'5"  issue  of 
Foreign  Crops  and__Markets . 
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The  continued  increase  in  numbers  during  19^3  and  19^h  was  reflected  in 
larger  cattle  slaughter  and  increased  world  beef  output,    A  further  increase  in 
beef  production  is  lil^ely  in  1955  but  the  extent  of  the  increase  mH  depend 
primarily  upon  the  course  of  cattle  numbers  in  the  main  producing  countries. 
Supplies  of  beef  for  export  promise  to  be  large  again  this  year  in  Australia 
and  New  Zealand,  but  supplies  from  the  principle  exporting  countries  of  South 
/anerica  will  be  relatively  small  as  in  195U. 

It  now  appears  that  relatively  small  amounts  of  beef  and  few  cattle  Td.ll  be 
available  for  export  from  Mexico,    On  the  other  hand,  in  recent  years  beef  output 
has  been  rising  in  the  United  Kingdom  (the  chief  import  market  of  the  world),  in 
other  European  countries  and  the  United  States,  which  also  are  important  im- 
porters.   Output  of  beef  in  Canada,  which  is  at  a  high  level,  is  increasing  thus 
providing  larger  supplies  for  export.    Increased  purchases  by  the  U,S,S,  R,  in 
South  America,  Oceania,  and  Europe  arc  absorbing  some  of  the  increased  production 
of  beef. 

Cattle  numbers  in  North  xjnerica  increased  nearly  2  million  head  during  19Sh» 
Numbers  in  the  United  States  increased  slightly,  but  most  of  this  increase  was 
in  the  number  of  cattle  being  grain  fattened  for  slaughter.    Apparently  numbers 
in  Mexico  have  not  changed  much  in  recent  years. 

Drought  over  large  areas  of  northern  Mexico,  which  has  seriously  affected  the 
cattle  industry  for  several  years,  was  broken  in  late  19^3  and  19^h,  Cattle 
numbers  in  northern  Mexico,  which  have  been  most  seriously  affected  by  the 
droughts,  are  much  below  normal  and  increased  numbers  in  southern  and  central  i 
Mexico  have  about  offset  the  decreases  elsewhere.    Cattle  numbers  in  Canada  ' 
continue  to  increase.    The  9.5  million  on  farms  December  1,  19^k  was  €ho' largest 
for  that  date  since  19li6,  | 

Cattle  numbers  increased  moderately  in  both  eastern  and  western  Europe  in  19% 
The  increase  was  general,  with  almost  every  country  showing  a  gain.  Numbers 
continue  to  increase  in  the  leading  countries— France,  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Italy,  but  decreased  slightly  in  Western  Germany.  It  is  expected  that  cattle 
numbers  will  continue  to  increase  in  France  during  1955,  but  liquidation  of  cots 
may  be  greater  than  usual  because  the  dairy  price  situation  is  not  expected  to 
favor  increased  dairy  production, 

^    The  reduction  in  Cattle  numbers  in  Western  Germany  during  195ij.  was  primarily 
in  dual  purpose  cows,  but  there  was  also  a  slight  reduction  in  numbers' of  young 
stock.    The  declines  reflected  the  poor  grazing  and  feed  conditions  during  the 
second  half  of  the  year,  a  strong  demand  for  slaughter  cattle,  a  continuation 
of  the  mechanization  of  agriculture,  and  an  accelerated  TB  eradication  urogram. 

The  gain  in  livestock  numbers  in  Greece  has  been  slow  since  the  end  of  the 
^^'"'J      J^'^J''''  ^2         S^eat  reduction  in  breeding  herds  and  the  necessity  to 
^^^i^""  stock  for  food  during  the  war.    The  competition  of  food  pro- 

thl  lor  production  and  the  lack  of  forage  and  pasture  has  slowed 


Cattle  prices  and  exports  in  Ireland  continue  at  hi^;,-!!  levels  this  spring  and 
the  meat  factories  are  concerned  about  adequate  slaughter  supplies  at  satis- 
factory prices.    There  has  been  a  decline  in  cattle  numbers  due  to  the  un- 
usually large  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  since  December  195^.    The  official 
estimate  for  the  number  on  farms  January  1,  1955  is  3^983^000  head  compared  with 
ii,006,000  a  year  earlier,    A  significant  part  of  this  decrease  was  in  bred 
heifers. 

Numbers  in  the  Eastern  European  countries  on  the  whole  continue  to  increase 
and  substantial  gains  have  been  noted  since  the  end  of  World  War  II  in  most 
countries.    Cattle  numbers  in  the  U,S,S,R,  continued  to  increase  slightly  between 
October  1953  and  October  1951;. 

Cattle  numbers  in  China  are  moderately  above  prewar  and  considerably  above 
the  low-level  of  19ii6-i^,  on  the  basis  of  reports  appearing  in  the  Chinese  press 
and  radio.    They  have  also  increased  steadily  in  India,  Indonesia^  and  Taiwan, 
Cattle  nuitibers  in  South  Korea  have  increased  sharply  since  the  end  of  the  fight- 
ing there,  and  numbers  in  Japan  are  at  relatively  high  levels.    The  cattle 
population  in  the  Philippines  has  recovered  substantially  from  the  low  levels  of 
World  War  II  but  apparently  is  not  up  to  prewar. 

There  was  a  fairly  large  increase  in  cattle  numbers  in  South  America  last  year. 
The  population  either  was  maintained  or  increased  in  most  of  the  important  pro- 
ducing countries.    Cattle  numbers  and  beef  production  in  ^J^^p^^  were  larger 
in  195U  than  in  1953  and  arc  expected  to  increase  further"  in  195F7    Livestock  and 
meat  production  in  '-Xazil  increased  very  little  during  195U.    Feed  and  weather 
conditions  were  more  favorable  than  a  year  earlier  but  government  ceiling  prices 
have  discouraged  expansion.    Some  price  ceilings  have  now  been  removed  but 
slaughter  quotas  are  still  in  effect.    Pastures  in  Ihruguay  during  IS^k  carried 
more  total  animal  units  than  ever  before,  according  to  a  recent  study  of  the 
Uruguayan  Ministry  of  Livestock  and  Agriculture.    Although  cattle  numbers  are 
below  prewar  levels,  sheep  nmbers  are  very  large.    Cattle  numbers  have  decreased 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  countrj;"  where  pastures  have  been  plowed  for  the  pro- 
duction of  grain  crops,    VJheat  and  wool  prices  have  been  so  favorable  that  there 
has  been  a  trend  away  from  less  profitable  production  of  cattle. 

Cattle  numbers  continue  to  increase  in  Africa  with  increases  being  shown  for 
most  important  countries,  except  Egypt,  and  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  In 
recent  years  there  has  been  considerable  interest  in  the  development  of  meat 
packing  plants  in  the  undeveloped  areas  of  the  continent.    There  are  now  an 
estimated  96  million  head  of  cattle  in  Africa,  slightly  more  than  in  the  United 
States,  but  production  of  beef  is  small  and  little  beef  enters  world  commerce, 
A  large  part  of  that  -oroduced  is'consmed  in  the  producing  areas  and  hides  are 
a  principal  commodity  for  export*    Ilodern  meat  packing  and  canning  facilities  and 
better  transportation  will  assist  in  developing  the  cattle  industry  there,  by 
providing  a  market  for  its  products.    This  will  supplement  the  progress  which  ' 
has  been  made  in  achieving  larger  production  from  cattle  due  to  better  breeding, 
sanitation,  and  management  practices. 
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The  trend  in  cattle  numbers  and  beef  production  in  New  Zealand  and  Australia 
is  still  upT>rard,    In  both  New  Zealand  and  Australia  numbers  of  dairy  cows  and 
beef  cattle  are  at  high  levels. 

This  is  one  of  a  scries  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Committee  on  Foreign 
Crops  and  Livestock  Statistics,    It  is  based  in  part  upon  reports  of 
Agricultural  Attaches  and  other  U,  S,  representatives  abroad. 


